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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communications: RCE filed 1 1/20/2006. - 

2. Claims 1-25, 29 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 2, 22, 23, 24, and 29 are the independent 
claims. Claims 26-28 are cancelled. Claim 29 is new. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 11/20/2006 has been entered. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 103 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

5. Claims 1-25, 29 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Finseth et al. 
(hereinafter Finseth) U.S. Patent No. 6,271,840 issued Aug. 7, 2001 and Filed Sept. 24, 
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1998, in view of Wolfston et al. (hereinafter Wolfston) U.S. Patent No. 5,815,155 issued 
Sept. 29, 1998 and Filed Sept. 24, 1998. 

With regard to Independent claim 1, Finseth teaches a system for navigating and browsing 
electronic media, comprising: 

• A device enabling viewing of digitally stored information, the device being configured to 
display at least portions of a categorization structure having a plurality of nested 
cascading category levels (Finseth Figures 5 and 8 and column 4Jines 25-67) Finseth 
shows a plurality nested category levels of information as a result of a search request 
generated by the user. Finseth shows the information in a nested manner. 

• Each category level of the plurality of nested cascading category levels comprising a 
plurality of category titles of electronic media content stored on a storage device (Finseth 
column 5, lines 1-20 and column 6, lines 1-20) Finseth shows the information stored on a 
device and can comprise a variety of media content types. Finseth teaches that the user 
can browse the search result link and subsequent images linked to the first result. 

• Each category title having a selectable link-token to the stored content for said each 
category title, (Finseth column 5, lines 1-20) Finseth teaches a selectable token that a 
user selects and the information is retrieved related to the token. Finseth also teaches a 
web crawler that can display information from databases, lists or visual indexes that can 
include categories of information with a link to the title of the category. 

• Each category title also being coupled to the category title's hidden nested subcategory 
structure of said each category title, ^the hidden nested sub-category structure of said 
category title comprising link tokens of category titles comprised in said each category 
title and the category titles in the different plurality of category levels able to be brov\/sed 
independently of having to select and retrieve the stored content for any title from the 
storage device (Finseth Figures 5-8 and column 8, lines 45-67 and column9. lines 5-20 
and column 10, lines 1-15) Finseth teaches that a search result is presented to the user 
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and the user can place the cursor over the result and in either a popup or frame or 
representation next to the result and image map appears showing the content linked to 
the first result. The subsequent information is presented to the user.with or without 
clicking on the content and the subsequent information can comprise links to further 
information that would also comprise image information for subsequent links. The hidden 
structures are not displayed until the user moves the cursor over the link and the titles 
contain link tokens to the information (See column 5, lines 10-20). Finseth also teaches 
that the categories of information are hierarchical and presents specific examples of 
applications such as ALTAVISTA, LYCOS, YAHOO, EXCITE and the like are used for 
the purposes of providing any delivered list of URL's for retrieval and graphical summary 
as rendered in a visual index which would include having a link tokens to sub-category 
levels. 

Finseth does not expressly teach: 

• Wherein the categorization structure enables a user viewing content from any category 
title in the categorization structure to retrieve content of any other category title in the 
categorization structure using a single retrieve command. 
. Wolfston teaches a web crawler navigation system that helps the user navigate through a hierarchical 
set of categories where the system allows the user to select, with a single command, a title that can 
direct the user any one category or to any other category title (See figure 2d and column 5, lines 34- 
50). For example, the title is horses and the user is in the for sale area and the use can select 122 
and be redirected back to the top level or select travel 104e and then select product services 104b 
and be directed to the correct level with a single command. Finseth and Wolfston are analogous art 
because they are from the same problem solving area of reducing the users interactions while 
searching through information presented on the web page. 

. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Finseth to show in the search results window the selected 
categories that the user has selected or is going to select from any category within the structure. 
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Finseth teach a visual processing of information and a process of making it easier for the user to 
preview and derive an indication of where the user is going to be directed to if they select a hyperlink 
with a mouse. Wolfston teaches a process of placing the users selections on the screen for the 
purposes of visually showing the users past selections and giving them an ability to quickly return to a 
given level in the search string. Therefore, the motivation to combine Finseth with Wolfston comes 
from the suggestion in Wolfston to display the information displayed to the user and then selected for 
the purposes of returning to a given point in the navigation process (See column 8, lines 30-45). 



With respect to dependent claim 2, Finseth teaches a system for tracking the navigation and 
browsing of electronic media, and facilitating the changing of navigation and browsing path, the 
system comprising a computer configured to display to a user pages of content within an inter-linked 
content structure comprising at least three category levels, and to enable the user to retrieve at will 
with one single click any desired content page within inter-linked content structure (Finseth column 6, 
lines 1-25 and column 7, lines 1-67 and column 8, lines 45-67). Finseth teaches that the user can 
select a category level in one image and then see a linked image comprising the links to the subject 
matter and within the linked image the user can see and select subsequent links and so forth. The 
user can then select or retrieve information within the inter-linked content structure. 
Finseth does not expressly teach: 

Retrieving with a single click any desired content page from a display of every other content page of 
the inter-linked content structure 

However, this limitation would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, in view of Wolfston, because Wolfston teaches a process of saving and displaying user 
content categories in a navigation structure where the user can select from within any one category 
structure a link to enter any other category structure (See Wolfston figure 2a - 2d and column 5, lines 
8-67). 
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With respect to dependent claim 3, Finseth teaches the system wherein link tokens of one or 
more category titles in a first category level of the plurality of nested cascading category levels 
are displayed for viewing on a display device in response to placing a cursor on a starting symbol 
representing a gateway to viewing the categorization structure displayed on the display device, 
without clicking (Finseth Figures 5-8 and column 8, lines 45-67 and column9, lines 5-20 and 
column 10, lines 1-15) Finseth teaches that a search result is presented to the user and the user 
can place the cursor over the result and in either a popup or frame or representation next to the 
result and image map appears showing the content linked to the first result. The subsequent 
information is presented to the user with or without clicking on the content and the subsequent 
information can comprise links to further information that would also comprise image information 
for subsequent links. The hidden structures are not displayed until the user moves the cursor over 
the link and the titles contain link tokens to. the information (See column 5, lines 10-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 4, Finseth teaches the system, wherein the link-tokens of one 
or more category titles in the first category level are displayed on the display device underneath 
the starting text-string era symbol representing the gateway to viewing the categorization 
structure (Finseth figure 5 and 8 and column 9, lines 65-67 and column 9, lines 1-22). Finseth 
teaches that the information within the categories of information can be placed in a variety of 
configurations including a process of display directly underneath the input search string a 
representation of the web pages (See column 10, lines 10-15). 

With respect to dependent claim 5, Finseth teaches the system wherein placing the cursor on one 
link-token of the link-tokens of one or more category titles in the first category level causes the title to 
be highlighted and causes a second category level having a second plurality of titles to be displayed 
alongside the first category level, the plurality of titles in the second category level being sub- 
categories of the category title highlighted in the first category level (Finseth column 6, lines 1-67 and 
column 8, lines 20-67). Finseth teaches the information is displayed in a visual index according to 
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user preferences including color and size, which would include highlighting the link as the user places 
• a cursor over the link to activate it. Finseth teaches a visual index (See column 9, lines 43-67) where 
the search results can be displayed on one side of the window and the results on the other side 
where one or more levels and categories can be displayed, 
Finseth does not expressly teach: 

The title of the link token with the cursor on it corresponding to the one link-token to be highlighted 
However, this limitation would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, in view of Wolfston, because Wolfston teaches a process of showing a first link token with 
the cursor or other means (See column 8, lines 30-37) where the first token is highlighted (See figure 
2b). Wolfston teaches the first is highlighted and displayed to the user (See 122) along with the 
second categories of information are displayed (See 134). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
modify the visual index of Finseth to show the first category in a highlighted state. 

With respect to dependent claim 6, Finseth teaches the system wherein the titles in the first category 
level are displayed in a first listing-area with the titles listed one under the other (Finseth figures 5-8). 

With respect to dependent claim 7, Finseth teaches the system wherein the titles in the second 
category level are displayed in a second listing-area with the titles listed one under the other (Finseth 
figures 5-8). 

With respect to dependent claim 8, Finseth teaches the system, wherein placing the cursor on one 
of the category titles displayed in the second category level causes said title to be highlighted and 
causes a third category level having a third plurality of category titles to be displayed alongside the 
second category level, the plurality of titles in the third category level being sub-categories of the 
highlighted title displayed in the second category level (Finseth figures 5-8 and column 6, lies 1-67 
and column 8, lines 20-67). Finseth teaches a visual index (See column 9, lines 43-67) where the 
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search results can be displayed on one side of the window and the results on the other side where 
one or more levels and categories can be displayed. 
Finseth does not expressly teach: 

One of the titles of the category titles displayed in the second category to be highlighted 
. However, this limitation would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, in view of Wolfston, because Wolfston teaches a process of showing a first or subsequent 
link token selected with the cursor or other means (See column 8, lines 30-37) where the first and 
subsequent tokens are highlighted (See figure 2d). Wolfston teaches the first and subsequent tokens 
are highlighted and displayed to the user (See 122, 142, 162, etc) along with the second and 
following categories of information are displayed (See 134, 148, 164, etc). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to modify the visual index of Finseth to show the first or subsequent categories in a 
highlighted state. 



With respect to dependent claim 9, Finseth teaches the system wherein the system has a selectable 
number of category level (F'mseih column 7, lines 1-67). 

With respect to dependent claim 10, Finseth teaches the system, wherein the system has a 
selectable nurnber of category titles in each category level (Finseth column 8, lines 1-67). 
With respect to dependent claim 11, Finseth teaches the system, wherein the system is 
implemented using software (Finseth column 4, lines 1-67). 

With respect to dependent claims 12 and 13, Finseth teaches the system wherein when the cursor 
is moved from a category level having a plurality of category titles which are sub-categories of a title 
in a higher category level, the category level with the plurality of sub-category titles and all 
subsequent category levels cease to be displayed on the display device (Finseth column 8, lines 50- 
67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column 10, lines 1-20). 
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With respect to dependent claim 14, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can browse the 
categorization structure independently of any media content displayed on the display device. (Finseth 
column 5, lines 1-25) 

With respect to dependent claim 15, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can navigate 
and browse the different category titles in the different category levels of the categorization structure 
without having to select and retrieve a page of media content from the storage device and without 
having to navigate back and forth between different pages of media content (Finseth column 8, lines 
40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column 10, lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 16, Finseth teaches the system wherein the categorization 
structure resides with the pages of media content but is not displayed on the display device with the 
media content until a browser places the cursor on the starting symbol (Finseth column 10, lines 1-20 
and Figures 5-8). 

With respect to dependent claim 17, Finseth teaches the system wherein the media content are the 
pages of a web site (Finseth column 5,lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 18, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can navigate 
and browse the different category titles in the different category levels of the categorization structure 
without having to down load a web page from the storage device and without having to navigate back 
and forth between different web pages (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and 
column 10, lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 19, Finseth teaches the system wherein the categorization 
structure resides with the web pages but is not displayed on the display device with the web pages 
until a browser places the cursor on the starting symbol (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, 
lines 1-20 and column 10, lines 1-20). 



Application/Control Number: 09/577,190 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2179 

With respect to dependent claim 20, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can navigate 
back and forth between a category title in a first category level and a category title in a second 
category level of the categorization tree structure (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 
1-20 and column lOJines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 21, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can move from 
a first or any category title in a particular level to any other title in the same level of the categorization 
tree structure (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column 10, lines 1-20). 
In regard to Independent claim 22, Finseth teaches a system for navigating and browsing electronic 
media, comprising: 

• A device for viewing of digitally stored information, the device being configured to display 
at least portions of a categorization tree structure having a plurality of cascading category 
lists, each list displaying of the plurality of cascading category lists comprising a plurality 
of category titles to electronic media content stored on at least one storage device 
(Finseth Figures 5 and 8 and column 4, lines 25-67) Finseth shows a plurality nested 
category levels of information as a result of a search request generated by the user. 
Finseth shows the information in a nested manner and on a storage device. 

• Each category title having a selectable link-token to the stored content file for said each 
category title, wherein the device is configured to display one or more link-tokens 
comprised in the stored content file for said each category title in response to placement 
of a cursor on the selectable link token of said each category title without clicking on or 
invocation of the selectable link token of said each category title, whereby the system 
enables and the category titles in the different plurality of category lists able to be 
browsed independently of selecting and retrieving stored content files for any title from 
the at least onejstorage device (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 
and column 10, lines 1-20). Finseth teaches the user can move a cursor of media content 
on the display where the content comprises nested structures and the movement of the 
cursor will cause an image to appear showing the content of the hyperlink to the user 
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without the user clicking on the image. Further, the image will also contain link tokens for 
the user to select to see the subcategory items and where the link tokens are 
independent titles and the information can be stored in cache or on a disk in the device. 
Finseth does not expressly teach: 

• Wherein the categorization structure enables a user viewing content from any category 
title in the categorization structure to retrieve content of any other category title in the 
categorization structure using a single retrieval command. 
Wolfston teaches a web crawler navigation system that helps the user navigate through a hierarchical 
set of categories where the system allows the user to select, with a single command, a title that can 
direct the user any one category or to any other category title (See figure 2d and column 5, lines 34- 
50). For example, the title is horses and the user is in the for sale area and the use can select 122 
and be redirected back to the top level or select travel 104e and then select product services 104b 
and be directed to the correct level with a single command. Finseth and Wolfston are analogous art 
because they are from the same problem solving area of reducing the users interactions while 
searching through information presented on the web page. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Finseth to show in the search results window the selected 
categories that the user has selected or is going to select from any category within the structure. 
Finseth teach a visual processing of information and a process of making it easier for the user to 
preview and derive an indication of where the user is going to be directed to if they select a hyperlink 
with a mouse. Wolfston teaches a process of placing the users selections on the screen for the 
purposes of visually showing the users past selections and giving them an ability to quickly return to a 
given level in the search string. Therefore, the motivation to combine Finseth with Wolfston comes 
from the suggestion in Wolfston to display the information displayed to the user and then selected for 
the purposes of returning to a given point in the navigation process (See column 8, lines 30-45). 
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In regard to Independent claim 23, Finseth teaches a method for navigating and browsing electronic 
media, comprising the steps of: 

• Placinp the cursor of the system of claim 22 on a first selectable link-token to the second content 
file for a first category title of said plurality of category titles: (Finseth column 8, lines 45-67) 

• Viewing one or more link-tokens comprised in the stored content file for the first category title 
displayed in response to the step of placing. (Finseth column 8, lines 45-67) Finseth teaches that 
the user can place a cursor on a media item show in the display and the system will present to 
the user a popup showing the subsequent webpage that the user would be directed to if they had 

• clicked the link. Within the shown pop-up, the user can select other links with the cursor and see 
the subsequent links to. further pages, without clicking. 

In regard to Independent claim 24, Finseth teaches a system for tracking the navigation and 
browsing of electronic media, the system comprising at least one computing device configured to 
enable a browser viewing any one content page of a plurality of content pages linked to any one of a 
plurality of category titles in a categorization structure comprising at least three category levels to 
retrieve every other content page of the plurality of content pages with a single click of a computer 
mouse (Finseth colunrin 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column lOJines 1-20). Finseth 
teaches a process of allowing the user to search through subsequent pages and activating the links in 
the corresponding viewed pages with a single user click (See column 6, lines 10-25). Every other 
page can be where the user has placed the cursor over a link but has not selected It and the system 
provides a preview of the page and then the user places the cursor over a link in the preview page 
and the system presents in and so on. This would create a structure by which the user could view a 
series of pages and then select the other page that they want to navigate to. 

With respect to dependent claim 25, Finseth teaches the system wherein the system is embedded 
with a hidden dynamic nested-cascading categorization structure that allows the browser viewing any 
content page to browse and view the entire categorization structure independent of the content of any 
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content Page (Finseth figures 2a-20 Wical shows the user can browse the titles of content 
independently of any content on the page and also view the entire structure. 

In regard to Independent claim 29, Finseth teaches a system for navigating and browsing electronic 
media, comprising: 

• A computing device configured to display the web pages to a user (See column 4, lines 25- 
40) 

• Each page of the plurality of interlinked web pages comprising a starting symbol for a 
gateway to viewing a categorization tree structure that comprises link tokens for the web 
pages of the plurality of interlinked web pages, wherein the user viewing content of said each 
web page places a cursor on the starting symbol of said each web page the computing 
device causes at least a portion of the categorization tree structure to be displayed on said 
each web page (See column 8, lines 1-67) Finseth teaches a no-click system that allows the 
user to place a cursor over a link or series of links to preview the web pages without selecting 
them (See column 8, lines 45-55). Finseth shows the starting symbol to a categorization 
structure in the visual index hyperlinks displayed on the left in the browser window (See 
column 8, lines 35-40). A visual index is a tree structure that can be organized by category 
especially when the invention of Finseth is a web crawler where the information for a given 
topic or topics can be organized for a user to browse through. 

Finseth does not expressly teach: 

wherein the categorization tree structure enables a user to single click to: 

• Return the user to any previous web page of the plurality of linked web pages 

• Go to a web page of the plurality of linked web pages on a different browsing path from 
the browsing path of sad each web page. 



Wolfston teaches a web crawler navigation system that helps the user navigate through a hierarchical 
set of categories where the system allows the user to select, with a single command, a title that can 
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direct the user any one category or to any other category title or previous web page in the path (See 
figure 2d and column 5, lines 34-50). For example, the title is horses and the user is in the for sale 
area and the use can select 122 and be redirected back to the top level or select travel 104e and then 
select product services 104b and be directed to the correct level with a single command. Finseth also 
shows the user can select any category level and proceed on a different path then originally started 
on (See figure 2a and figure 5). Finseth and Wolfston are analogous art because they are from the 
same problem solving area of reducing the users interactions while searching through information 
presented on the web page. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Finseth to show in the search results window the selected 
categories that the user has selected or is going to select from any category within the structure. 
Finseth teach a visual processing of information and a process of making it easier for the user to 
preview and derive an indication of where the user is going to be directed to if they select a hyperlink 
with a mouse. Wolfston teaches a process of placing the users selections on the screen for the 
purposes of visually showing the users past selections and giving them an ability to quickly return to a 
given level in the search string. Therefore, the motivation to combine Finseth with Wolfston comes 
from the suggestion in Wolfston to display the information displayed to the user and then selected for 
the purposes of returning to a given point in the navigation process (See column 8, lines 30-45). 



It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting 
in any way. A reference is relevant for alt It contains and may be relied upon for all that It 
would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 
F.2d 1331, 1332-33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 
1006,1009, 158 USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-25 and 29 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Steven B. Theriault whose telephone number is (571) 272-5867. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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